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Abstract:  In our international cooperation program, we expect 
to develop protocols for participation by local communities. 
With regard to this, international efforts to support indigenous 
people’s rights are important, as are post-colonial limitations 
on what academic researchers can and cannot do when 
seeking to describe the cultures of others, and the rising 
neoliberal requirement for civic participation. Usually, when an 
international cooperation project related to cultural heritage is 
developed, the participation of local communities is restricted 
in a one-sided manner: a researcher or research group draws 
up a plan as usual, and the local community is then asked to 
follow it. In this article I will try to suggest ways that allow 
local communities to participate voluntarily in a project, without 
excessive intrusion from the outside. To be concrete, I suggest 
that social memory buried within the local community can be 
connected to the universal perspective of history in a way that 
allows the community to communicate with outsiders who have 
different cultural backgrounds. I also describe the necessity of 
securing an economic foundation for cultural heritage projects, 
by positioning them within the framework of social and regional 
development programs.
